
At our most recent meeting of the P-16 council, we were discussing plans for next year.  
One recommendation was that perhaps we need to look at the goals from the past, see 
what may have been met or is still on-going and what may no longer be applicable.  At 
the same time any new goal could be suggested. 
 
However, it was also strongly felt that the focus needs to be narrowed for the coming 
year. 
 
The issue of renewed emphasis in the teaching of math and science is for sure one area 
that should concern us. From the State of the Union message, to newspaper and magazine 
articles, to best-selling books, we are hearing this theme more than perhaps any other 
time since the post-Sputnik era. We might want to encourage the next Powerful  
Teaching Seminar to focus on such a topic. Also, I found out yesterday that the “Three-
Star Community” initiative has been wedded to the P-16 councils across the state, thus 
guaranteeing involvement of Chambers of Commerce and other economic entities.  This 
action might suggest a goal for us as well, and help us gain representation from the 
business/industry arenas. 
 
So, if you would please ponder our situation and perhaps start an “e-mail” discussion by 
hitting “reply to all”, we may make some progress in planning for next year.  (We’ll have 
our next meeting probably near the end of September and if anyone wants to host it, 
please let me know as well, or if you prefer coming to RSCC, we can make that happen 
too). 
 
Finally, I’ve been made aware that no school in our P-16 area participated in the 
Tennessee Scholars Program, which is a program to encourage that “middle tier” of 
students to take a program of high school courses that will ensure no deficiencies when 
they move on to college, (and at the same time, encourage them to consider higher 
education.)  More information will be forthcoming and perhaps we could emphasize and 
encourage local schools to sign on too. 
 
Judy Tyl and I took a DVD presentation to the Statewide meeting of P-16 in Nashville on 
Mar. 21. The short video featured the sharing of computers with Scott County and was 
entitled, “Renewable Resources, Enhanced Lives”. Students, teachers, and administrators 
were interviewed and their accounts were skillfully woven into a 5 minute presentation 
by our wonderful PR group here on campus (Celia Breedlove, Jeff Gary, and the multi-
talented Lon Bird). I am delighted to report that it was well-received and that I have some 
extra copies available. (For sure, I’ll play it for you at the next meeting.) In the meantime, 
if you would like a copy, let me know.  
 
We really enjoyed our visit to Morgan County.  I hope everyone has a good spring and 
summer.  I look forward to reading your comments and working with you in the coming 
year. After a sufficient amount of time has passed, I’ll try to summarize the discussions in 
some type of format that we can consider at our next meeting. Please take the time to 
think and share your ideas with everyone. 
Sincerely, Larry 



 


